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A Method of Forming Patterns on Articles 

This invention relates to methods of forming patterns on articles. The 
invention also relates to articles having patterns thereon. More particularly, but 
5 not exclusively, the invention relates to mobile phone housings having electrical 
connector patterns thereon, and to methods of forming electrical connector 
patterns on mobile phone housings. 

In the mobile phone industry, the density of components in the housing is 
10 increasing, in view of the demand to make the products smaller. There are also 
demands to increase the functions of mobile phones, for example by providing 
them with a camera facility and for the capabilities for input devices. 

In order to mitigate these problems, metallic line patterns have been 
15 formed on the housing of the mobile phone to accommodate the electronic 
components thereon. However, the formation of such line patterns economically 
and using mass producible methods has been difficult. 

According to one aspect of this invention there is provided a method of 
20 forming a pattern on an article comprising applying a carrier material to a seeding 
substrate to provide the pattern, the carrier material carrying a substance to allow 
application of a metallic material thereto, moulding the substrate to form the 
article, and applying the metallic material to the seeding substance on the carrier 
material. 

25 

According to another aspect of this invention there is provided a moulded 
article comprising a substrate and a substrate and a pattern on the substrate, the 
pattern comprising a first layer of a carrier material, carrying a seeding 
substance, and a second layer of metallic material, the second layer providing 
30 electrical connections. 

According to another aspect of this invention there is provided apparatus 
for forming a pattern on an article comprising a supply assembly for supplying a 
substrate, a first applicator for applying a carrier material to the substrate, the 
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